


“The gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
—ROMANS 6:23, NIV

Dear Friend,

One of the highlights of my day is to open letters from donors! Just recently,
I received this hand-written note enclosed with a one-dollar bill:

No one forgets the people who saved their lives... Pray for us though.
We live in tough times. Allan, who is my husband and I were often without
food, clothes, even homeless. You saved our lives many times.

This gesture speaks volumes to me of the wonderful work God continues
to do in our community through gifts from faithful caring friends like you.

Reminders like this make the upcoming Christmas season all the more
joyous! Your gifts enable struggling men and women to receive the food,
shelter, and other emergency services they need along with the most
important gift of all: the message of God’s love and salvation through His
Son! Thank you.

Again this year, we will be handing out over 2,000 presents to individuals
and families in the community. This translates into a lot of happy faces on
Christmas day:.

While you're not physically present to share in the joy, know that your
generosity and kindness will be felt by so many. By these two especially...

Mike and Gary are two men whose lives have been transformed through
their participation in programs you make possible! Read their stories and
celebrate with us these new lives in Christ!

Throughout this wonderful Christmas season, please remember the joy
your love in action brings to others in our community:.

Thanking God for you,

Ronald Willoughby Cathie Willoughby
Executive Director/CEO
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Job lost...
- LIFE DISCOVERED

In his early 40s, Mike was feeling pretty
good about life. Single, no dependents,
he earned a decent living in the high-
end carpenter trade. Alcohol, once a
problem, was under control.

A DUI eight years earlier had been
his wake-up call. He entered a God-
centered rehab center and made
some significant changes. However,
he “wasn't ready to hear what they

Mike met someone who knew about
the Mission. He showed up one day
in November 2009, spoke with a
chaplain, and enrolled in the Men’s
New Life Program.

Mike admits some misgivings. “When
I came here, I was uncertain if I could
stay the entire program year.”

He could. And he has.

They will celebrate your abundant goodness and
joyfully sing of your righteousness. -PSALM 145:7, NIV

were saying. But, the seeds were
planted there.”

All seemed right in his world—steady
work, a lot of friends, good times. ..
until the economy thing happened.

Desperation and fear were
his undoing.

“I lost my job and then lost my
savings. My bills were mounting and
I began drinking again. I became
desperate,” he says. “I knew I needed
a change of environment.”

Deep down, Mike felt a desire to
know Christ better. “T've always
known about Christ,” he reflects, “but
I didn’t know Him.”

Welcomed with open arms

“For me, [the Mission] was a culture
shock, but they received me with
open arms. It was a new town...a
completely new environment. I didn’t
know exactly what to expect.”

Mike threw himself into the New Life
11 classes—which include topics such
as salvation, the Lord’s Supper, and
personal finances.

A new Mike speaks today. “My
faith has increased enormously.

I have more hope for the future.
[ had veered away from being
accountable, and the Mission has
drawn me back to that.”

Upon completion of the yearlong
rehabilitation program, Mike will
move to the Mission’s Transitional
Living Program, where he’ll work
full time and go to school.

“I'm looking forward to my future,”
he says confidently.

“Now, more than ever, Christ controls

my life...not me.”

The changes in Mike from last
Christmas when he first arrived until
now are solid. He says, “What I have
now is a good support network...at
church [and] at the Mission. I need
to let others know how I'm doing.”

To those who give to the Springfield
Rescue Mission—who make changes
like this possible—he shares, “I
couldn’t have done this on my own.
Your donations make a difference in
some ways you wouldn't ever expect
or believe.”

Our Men’s New Life Program classes:
e Salvation

 The Lord’s Supper

* Baptism

e Victory over Satan

* Stewardship

* Personal Finances

* Restoring Relationships
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The season of giﬂ- givmg , | Long-time friend, Bob
. L A . Perrault, has been
celebrahon, and [oy 1S " ) -k mentoring teenagers for a
here. Once again, the number of years. Part of
: AN that mentoring has involved
men, women, and LA ¥ » bringing them with him to
o I i O ' " (he Mission. His “old” team
families who volunteer = BESER . B  of four years has graduated
their talents and their time, L from high school and gone
| Ny @ on to college. Here he
give everyone at the g5 § = " | introduces his “new” team
. o o () : / of volunteers. What a gift
Springfield Rescue Mission X they are with their big
p|eniy of reasons to Sil'lg, L N hearts, warm smiles, and
S5 b : . hard work!

smile, and say thanks!

Residents, no matter what age, As our Emergency Shelter Coordinator
enjoy receiving gifts on Christmas at Taylor Street, Miguel Cabrera

day. Thanks to many caring frequently counsels men who come
friends in the community, the to the Mission in need of assistance.
men at the Mission have gifts
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Year round, volunteers serve as the hands
and feet of Christ through Operation Sonshine.

Several days a week you'll find big-hearted
friends handing out meals, clothing, blankets,
and Hope Tote bags to people in need. Join us!

s

The Decoteau family celebrates their Christmas by
delivering holiday dinners to disabled and elderly men
and women in Springfield. Who has the better day-—the
givers or the receivers?

-

Whats more fun than wrapping presents? Wrapping lots and

lots of presents! Volunteers use their gifts of handling paper

and bows to make boxes full of toys ready for Christmas day!

MISSION
STATEMENT

to every area of their lives.

Thank you!

Christmas Meals
I Turkeys and hams
I Butter

l Juice

I Milk

I Eggs

Christmas

Food Boxes

I Turkeys

I 5 1b. bags of potatoes
I Rice

I Fruits and vegetables
I Stuffing

I Gift certificates

HOLIDAY Needs List

Will you help make Christmas a special day at the
Mission? We need food for our Christmas banquet,
to give to needy families, as well as gifts for

men, women, and children. Please drop off your
donations to the Mission at 19 Bliss Street between
8:00 AM and 7:00 PM, Monday through Saturday.

Christmas Gift Boxes

(NEW)

I Gloves (men’s and
women’s)

I Mittens, hats, scarves

I Sweaters and sweatshirts

I T-Shirts (men%s, women’s,
and children’s)

I Flannel shirts (M-4X)

I Socks

I Boots

I Pajamas and slippers

I Toys and games

I Children’s videos
and books

I Gift certificates

Miscellaneous
I New or gently used
Bibles

The goal of the Springfield Rescue Mission since 1892 has been to meet the physical and spiritual needs of the
hungry, homeless, addicted, and poor by introducing them to Christ and helping them apply the Word of God
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Memorials

Our hearffelt sympathy and prayers are with the family
and friends of those remembered below. These gifts
are a special legacy offering hope to those in need.

In Memory Of

(Gifts received August 27, 2010

through September 27, 2010)

Alex
Patricia Schmid
Felipe Augusto Artur
Deoclecio Artur
Phyllis Bagge
Barbara Pantuosco
Ben Catherall
Cliff & Pat Bombard
Emily Fijal
Lori Fijal
Florence
John Burakowski, Jr.
Charles Fournier, Jr.
Joanne Silvestris
Laurie Bilodeau
Avery Dennison-Meridian
Facility
Lois Gasparrini
Lori Fijal
Keith Grant
Irene Drewniak
David Gregoire
Karen Gregoire
Lewis Herdendorf
Jeannette Szatkowski

Joe
Mary Powers
William R. Kane
Elaine Kane
Edna Katalina
Rose & Richard Owen
Julian Katalina
Rose & Richard Owen
PEC George D. Lacus, Jr.
Richard & Alina Viscuse
Michael Ladue
Rose & Richard Owen
Janet Lafleur
Bernard Lafleur
Peter Otis Lange
Katie Lange
Mildred Major
Robert Major
Muriel Maxfield
John Maxfield
Stanley Mazur
Norman & Gloria Strader
Meraeie & Pipire
Yvette LeGrande
Adele Morrissey
Carolyn Harrington
Mother
Chrystal Rosinski
Mr. & Mrs. John E Ogara
Andrew Ogara

Mark Your Calendar!

DECEMBER

Gift Distribution:
Friday & Saturday,
December 17 & 18.

New gifts are given to needy
families. New item donations such
as games, children’s books, mittens,
sweatshirts, hats, gloves, scarves,
flannel shirts, sweaters for men and
women are needed. Please bring
unwrapped gifts to the Mission by
December 3. Volunteers needed to

distribute gift packs.

Christmas Meal Delivery:
Friday, December 24, 2PM. Call
to be placed on volunteer list.

Christmas Dinner:

to area schools, churches,
individuals. Participants fill the bags with
NEW toiletry items such as toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap and body wash, shampoo,
conditioner, deodorant, lip balm, brushes
and combs, pocket pack tissues, hand and

Roland Remington
Jane LaPlante
Madeline & Ronny Short
Timothy & Donna Isbell
Edward J. Stepanik
Eleanor Stepanik
Robert “Bob” Symington
Debbie Bottone
Thomas Talbot
Claire Talbot
Frank Torres
Ann Torres
Erich Weiss, Jr.
Erich W. Weiss
Erinn Weiss
Marian White
Ruby Carver
Heinz P. Wieser
Anna Wieser
James Woodward
Anna Paige
Nancy Youens
Marguerite Weston

Do you have a relative
or friend you would
like to honor? A gift to
the Springfield Rescue
Mission is an ideal way
to remember a birthday,
anniversary, or other
special occasion, or to
acknowledge a loved one
while at the same time
helping those in need.

In Honor Of

(Giffts received August 27, 2010

through September 27, 2010)
Kenneth Brooks Jr.
Sandra Peters

Jesus Christ
Marguerite Catuogno

Joseph Korzon

Carolyn & Wayne Wilson
Serge & Kathleen
MacKechnie

Lisa MacKechnie
Mira & Luke

Richard & Paula Tonelli
Our Troops

Paul C. Mykytiuk
Wellspring Church

Joshua Read

When you send your memorial or in honor of gift to the Springfield Rescue
Mission, you will receive a tax-deductible acknowledgement, and a card

will be mailed promptly to the bereaved family or the friend being honored,
telling them of your gift. Please mail your memorial and in honor of gifts to:

Springfield Rescue Mission, PO. Box 9045, Springfield, MA 01102-9045

JANUARY/FEBRUARY

Hope Tote Campaign: Hope Totes means
Easter is on its way!

Each January,

in preparation
for the Mission’s
Annual Easter
Hope Tote
giveaway, we
distribute empty
Hope Tote bags
businesses, and

MARCH

Prepare to place your bids! The
Mission’s 6th Annual On-line Auction
will be held at 9AM on March 15
through 9PM on March 31. Auction
items, gift certificates and business
sponsors needed! For an idea of

what was auctioned last year, visit
www.spfldrescuemission.cmarket.com.

Help others
while you get
in on some

Friday, December 24, 3PM. Food
items needed! Call to volunteer.

Christmas Breakfast:
Saturday, December 25, 6AM. Food
items needed! Call to volunteer.

body lotion, powder, disposable razors,
shaving cream, and socks. Return your
filled Hope Tote bags to the Mission by
April 1. To receive empty bags, contact
Julie at (413)732-0808, ext. 114.

fantastic buys!
This year's
onine auction
provides plenty
of opportunities

for both!

For more information about any of these events or to sign up as a volunteer, please call the Mission at
413-732-0808 ext. 114 and ask for Julie, or email at srm@springfieldrescuemission.org.
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You never know where you'll find a good friend. David Ewen, for
example, got to know us through one of our mailings about four
years ago.

Profits 'fro'm-
Cookbook

. Benefit
Mission

He was unfamiliar with the Springfield Rescue Mission. He read the
letter and liked what he read. So he looked us up online and liked
what he saw even more. Soon he made a visit to the Mission and
a relationship was born.

David, an author and teacher of workshops at Holyoke Community
College and Westfield State University, decided to take his
appreciation for the work of the Mission one step further. As he
was preparing to publish his new book, An Easy Cooking Lesson
for You, he and his wife decided to donate all the profits from this

AwN EMYE ao um
Lesson FOR

, M.En. §

book to the Mission.

struggling during the recession.
who's in need more than me.”

Finding a Treasure in your Field

The Book of Acts introduces an
excellent form of giving—one not
widely recognized or understood—
but one that has all the makings

of being a wise steward. Today we
call it a Charitable Gift Annuity, an
investment providing the donor
with a life time income.

Acts 4:36-37 introduces Barnabas as
a man with a generous and faith-filled
heart who introduces an excellent
form of giving, though it is not widely
recognized or utilized: gifting assets
rather than cash.

Acts tells us “Joseph, a Levite from
Cyprus, whom the apostles called
Barnabas, sold a field he owned and
brought the money and laid it at the
apostle’s feet.” What’s remarkable

about this example is that Barnabas
did not choose to increase his giving
from his harvest, say from 10 percent
to 20 percent.

He was so compelled by what God
was doing in the first-century church
that he desired to be a part of it. Rather
than giving the first fruits of his labor,
the harvest, he gave the field itself.
The full proceeds from the sale of his
land went to the work of Christ.

Barnabas didn't have American tax
laws so he could sell his field and
give all of that money to the church
without any tax penalties. However,
in this day and age, giving is quite
different—and more complicated.

What about you? Do you have any
“fields” you want to invest into

He follows news closely and hopes his gift will help families
“I always see there is someone

Why choose Springfield Rescue Mission? “| appreciate the fact that
the Mission is also a rehabilitation center...changing the bad and
converting it info good. And, many of those who finish the program
at the Mission share the good with the rest of Springfield.”

Thank you Mr. Ewen for your support and your belief in the men
who work so hard to make positive, lasting change.

To stay updated on David’s donation progress, log on to our
Facebook page ot www.facebook.com/hopedspringfield.

ministry? Investment real estate. ..
public stock...property or land...
business inventory...stock in a family
business...or an IRA?

You can learn more about the
benefits of gifting stock, real estate,
and retirement assets; as well as
how you can be a better steward

of what God has entrusted to you
by contacting Joe Manna at the
Mission at 413-732-0808, ext. 115.
You can also visit our website at
www.hope4srmlegacy.org/cga.
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“T'd be on the streets. ..possibly crippled
or dead,” Gary replied when asked

where he’d be right now if it weren't for
the Mission. “I probably would not have
been able to survive out on the streets.”

Quiet by nature, Gary has been re-
evaluating his life prior to his arrival in
September 2009.

“T've been trying to understand why
things had happened the way they did. I
see that it was God’s grace on me. I see He
also gives grace to non-Christians because
they are His creation, but they often
don't see them as His blessings. My life
is slowly changing. T take it day by day.”

Two divorces, estranged from his brothers,
and unable to find work, Gary found
himself on the streets in Springfield
without any source of support. A friend—
in fact a recent graduate of the New Life
Recovery program—pointed Gary to

the Mission. “It was good to have a roof
over my head and three meals a day!”

he reflects on his arrival.

The main problem in his life, Gary
believes, has been making poor choices
based on emotions. “It contributed to both
of my divorces,” he says. “Plus, I have

a way of being silent, which I learned is
a form of aggression. The fellowship—
talking with the other residents and with
the staff—is helping me grow.”

Learning to communicate better is just
part of his transformation. “I'm more
forgiving, more tolerant, and more willing
to help others in ways that I am able.”

—

When he reflects on the ‘old’ Gary, he says,
“I was a bit tolerant, but not too forgiving.”

But the greatest change has taken place
within. After a few weeks at the Mission,
Christianity began to intrigue him.

Three months into the program he
completed a book provided by one of the
counselors (Josh McDowell’s Evidence
That Demands a Verdict). “That book was
a turning point in my life,” he says with
a sense of joy. “I'm saved through Christ.
I have eternal life. That’s something I
didn’t know about before.”

What’s next? Graduating and moving
into the Mission’s Transitional Living
Program. Gary is also considering going
to Bible College. “Its been in my
thoughts for a few months. In speaking
with others, I feel it is from the Lord.”
In the mean time, he’ll continue living
in a supportive community, working,
and learning to communicate better.

Gary had a difficult time last Christmas
as he began the yearlong rehabilitation
program at the Mission. But he does
remember a softening of his heart as

he began to recall good memories of
Christmas—memories he had forgotten.
This year, Gary is looking forward to
creating more good memories as he
celebrates the birth of his Savior.

“I hope this Mission goes on and has
a long life here,” he says.

He encourages those who give so
generously to continue. Look what
a difference it has made in him.

Springfield Rescue Mission

19 Bliss Street | PO. Box 9045
Springfield, MA 01102-9045

413-732-0808
FAX: 413-732-5512

Visit us on the web at:
www.hope4springfield.com

Email us at:
srm@springfieldrescuemission.org

No person is denied services based on race, creed,
gender, or nationality.

Please donate

USED INK CARTRIDGES*
and CELL PHONES fo the
Mission. We recycle them
and use the proceeds to
provide food and care for
those who are hungry and
in need in our community!

*Laser cartridges cannot be
accepted at this time.
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Our newsletters are sent in appreciation to friends who have supported the Mission financially within the last 24 months.






